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Greetings Ladies and Welcome … 

  ….. to another issue of Simplici-Tea and Crumpets! Many of you wrote that you really ap-

preciated the main article last month, Liber-Tea Gone Awry, and yet many did not get it. I am 

in India and internet is not as reliable as in America but has come so far. We do not complain, 

just work with it as best we can!  If you missed last month’s issue, please visit 

www.Encouragements.us to read it. Please feel free to forward this on to any lady that you 

think would enjoy it. Below are the contents for this month. We celebrated Thanksgiving in 

India this past week and will celebrate our Thankfulness once again on the 23rd of this month. 

We will not have a traditionally American meal, but the highlight of our Thanksgiving has 

been sitting together on the porch in the evening telling each other of the things we are thank-

ful for. We do this “round Robin style” and this year our family circle will be a little larger 

with the Potters and Amanda Crawford here in India with us.  
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Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare  what 

 he hath done for my soul. Psalm 66:16 … a deeply held conviction that  

we make our lives harder than they have to be. … An excerpt from my Mission Statement. 

This Month: 

Considering the blend of teas that make a proper cup of Friendship Tea. 
Hold The Line ~ A new song by an old friend. 

Two recipes for Friendship Tea  

Holiday season: Some of our favorite recipes! 
A Thankfulness tea-party story 

This month’s “Crumpets” are dedicated to friends and their accomplishments. 
 

While change can be a really good thing, it is not always embraced by a God who changes 

not; as my friend wrote this song she called me frequently singing her edits to me, so I feel 

that I have been in the “birthing room” with this one. Below are the words to a song written 

by a dear and longtime friend of mine; one of the things that hold us near has been our love of 

the same things. We share a love of “the old ways” that are good ways. She has music written 

for this; it is extraordinary, but the words alone are so good that I asked her if I might share 

them here. It is my prayer that God will use this song in the lives of Christians desiring to 

“hold the line”. I hope it is as meaningful to you as it is to me. Part of the inspiration was a  

http://www.encouragements.us/
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story about General Stonewall Jackson as he fought with his men, encouraging them to “Hold 

the Line”.  General Jackson was known for fighting with his men, not sending them. Our Lord 

is with us in every battle, helping us to hold the line!  

  Wouldnôt this song be great for a revival meeting? (If you would like to contact Mrs. 

Cassady about this song, drop a note to me. I will see that she gets it!) 

Hold The Line  
written by Nicki Cassady  

Verse 1: 

 There's a battle that is raging, 

 Men and women falling left and right. 

 Those around you are doubting, 

 If the old ways are worth the fight. 

 

Chorus: 

Keep your eyes on the Captain, 

Our leader who earned His stripes, and 

Draw comfort from His true authority, 

When He cries out in the night. 

Hold the line, Hold the line, 
Hold the line. Don't grow weary in the battle, 

Don't give up on the fight. 

 

Verse 2: 

Where's the churches with a steeple, 

With the cross lifted high, 

They are now just a campus, 

Or a public meeting house.  (Chorus) 

 

Verse 3: 

Well they say times are different, 
and you better change to reach the lost, 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Hold your ground, don’t compromise.  (Chorus) 

 

Hold the line, Hold the line, Hold the line _______________________.   

This is a gift sent to me in India by a friend that knows I love Autumn!  Thank you Cindy!  
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Friendship Tea 
(This short essay was inspired by the multitude of people that have made Friendship a perfect cup of tea!) 

 
I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts. 

 Psalm 119:63 
 

 As we near the Christmas and holiday season some of you may make a batch of Friend-

ship Tea. As I thought about this recipe I pondered another type of tea, the blend of teas that 

make friendship. So often it is said that a person is very fortunate if they have but one true 

friend in this life. This may be true, but for myself and others I know, it is simply not so. We 

have been blessed to build a circle of friends that remains true and constant for years of our 

lives. There are a variety of teas necessary to brew a lasting friendship. 

 Authentici-tea is necessary in our friendships; we must be who we appear to be. If we 

are not, eventually we will be recognized and friendships we worked so carefully to build will 

shatter because a shadow of doubt has been cast. Shadows make for a cloudy cup of tea so we 

must use no imitations. Those I hold dearest are those I can depend upon to stay basically the 

same; they change not!  

 Loyal-tea is a main ingredient in friendship tea; we must be true to our friends. As we 

deepen into a relationship with someone, we want to think that they love us when we are there 

and when we are not. It is wonderful to learn that a friend has spoken well of you behind your 

back. What did I do to deserve friends that love me so well? I think only of what Emerson 

wrote: The great God gave them to me. Without a good portion of loyal-tea, it cannot be real 

Friendship Tea. Recently I was reminded that true Friendship Tea must have a good portion of 

integri-tea, with a hint of trust-tea. Our friends should know that in whatever you do regarding 

them, that your motive is never selfish, that you do not make decisions to further your own 

agenda. 

 Yes, the very best friendship is a blend of teas, come of them rare. Every lasting friend-

ship requires rare quail-teas, unique to the blending of hearts; each cup of friendship tea is very 

personal and unique, developed to the needs and sensitivi-teas of each. 

 Almost every tea, at some point, needs a little amnes-tea added. One could simply add 

forgiveness, but amnes-tea makes a better cup of friendship. Forgiveness is sweet and adequate 

for most friendships, but amnes-tea is purer; it speaks of forgiving and forgetting. When a 

friendship has matured and been tried, it is wonderful to forget a person’s flaws or even to love 

them because of them. Only once you have experienced this taste can you enjoy it. It is truly an 

acquired taste. 

 How relaxing and enjoyable is a cup of tea with a friend; we are better for it, so too is a 

truth from Proverbs 27:6 … Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are 

deceitful. The best friends make us better; they draw us closer to God. There is no exact recipe 

for blending of a proper cup of friendship tea; it is a tea that changes over time and must be ap-

preciated and even preserved by the power of the Holy Spirit. For fun and variety, you may like 

a little frivoli-tea; I know I do. The teas you add to make your mix perfect may vary, but surely 

must include the important teas: Authenticity, loyalty, integrity and amnesty. Beyond that, it is 

very much a personal taste. The Lord created the different “teas” along with discernment that 

we may choose wisely! 
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 There is, in Him, no darkness at all, so in Him you find clari-tea, safe-tea and securi-tea. 

My dearest friends are continual reminders to me of our Saviour and Lord, who chose to call us 

friends instead of servants, so I hope that in Thanksgiving we will better learn to serve and ap-

preciate our friendships; An invitation for a cup of tea might be a perfect way to express your 

gratitude for their part in your life! 

 

Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have 

called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.  

John 15:15  

 
 

 
 

 Recipes:    
 

Friendship Tea (1) I have included 2 recipes; both are good and this shows the versatility of 

the tea. 

Ingredients: 

1 jar (18 oz.) Tang orange-flavored breakfast drink  

1 cup sugar 

1/2 cup presweetened lemonade mix  

1/2 cup instant tea 

1 apricot Jell-O (3 oz. box ) 

2 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

1 teaspoon ground cloves 

Combine these dry ingredients and store in an airtight container. This recipe makes 50 servings 

so it is perfect for dividing up and giving away as gifts. Put these directions on the gift jar: Use 

1 ½ tablespoons per cup of boiling water. 

Friendship Tea (2) 

Ingredients: 

1 jar (18 oz.) orange-flavored Tang  

2 cups sugar 

1/2 cup red cinnamon candy, often called “red hots’ 

1/3 cup instant tea mix 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1 teaspoon ground cloves 

Combine all ingredients and store in an airtight container. To serve, stir 1 1/2 tablespoons of 

mix into 1 cup hot water. Stir until the candies dissolve. 

In getting with the holiday season, I have included more recipes and some information about 

each one. I do not want to put each one here; it makes the letter too long! In keeping with the 

thought of friends, I just added two; they are variations of the same recipe for Spinach Arti-

choke Dip. Just this week, she insisted that it had to be there, so for her I posted them with 

pleasure; thanks for the input Laurie! 
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Also, I have updated the Crumpet recipe, offering a healthier version that my family enjoyed. 

We did not use the rings, but simply prepared them as pancakes. Give it a try!    

 

  
 

Crumpets   
This is always a fun part of every letter since this is where I put little snippets of information 

that I think would be a blessing to you. After prayer and counsel from my husband I moved our 

webs to another host. Though I am responsible for our sites, I do not have a technical mind, so 

often learning computer related things feels so painful. Since I have written to you I moved our 

webs from a secular company to a Christian host. He runs his hosting services as a ministry, but 

to the glory of God, not in any way compromising quality or level of service. Evangelist Dan 

Souza of baptistwebsite.com and anchorwebhost.com offers the latest in services, yet he minis-

ters at the same time. He made this change easy for me, counting it as ministry all the way. I 

wanted to tell you about this because at the end of this process, Mr. Souza is a new friend to our 

family and ministry. Thank you Mr. and Mrs. Souza for your ministry to us, and to our life’s 

work! 

 
Also this month I want to tell you about a book that I read recently written by a friend of mine, 

a pastor’s wife from Clinton, Maryland. Valerie Creed authored a book called Secret of the Six 

Hidden Doors. She wrote it with teenagers in mind, but I think anyone would get something 

from it. Not being a fan of allegories, I decided to read it just because I knew the author. A few 

pages in, I was hooked and finished reading it every moment time allowed. As the story ad-

vanced though, at one of the doors I became quite edgy because I recognized a situation as be-

ing personal to me. The truths within the book served as a friend that simply reminded me of 

what I already knew, but the reminder helped me to put this trial into a better perspective. Cop-

ies of this book are available through Amazon.com, but Mrs. Creed has a limited number of 

copies at a reduced price. You may have one delivered to your home for $8.99. She does not 

charge shipping within the United States. You may reach her by email IBCCREED@aol.com  

or request one by sending a check payable to her at this address: 

Valerie Creed*5609 Eastwood Court*Clinton, MD 20735 

 
Two very dear friends of mine, my daughters will have another CD out soon; it is called The 

Beauty of Holiness.  This production was made possible by the Lord; He saw fit to use some 

dear friends to bring this CD to reality. Mr. and Mrs. Julian Mitchell, friends and family from 

our home church recorded their music in their own personal studio and took care of the produc-

tion for us while we are in India. Nick Fabricatore shared his keyboard and helped get it to the 

Mitchell home, truly a labour of love and we are thankful for a new friend that came to India. 

http://www.encouragements.us/crumpets.htm
http://www.baptistwebsite.com/
http://www.anchorwebhost.com/
mailto:IBCCREED@aol.com
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Recently a member of Independent Baptist Church in Clinton, Maryland visited our home in 

India; Clyde Peterson happens to be a professional photographer with a very broad background 

and vast experience; he graciously photographed Lois and India for the front cover as well as 

helped to take many astounding photos of India while he was with us. We rejoice in our friends 

and praise God for His children He has allowed into our lives; it is good. Thank you to each 

person that prayed for this CD and encouraged us along the way; for more details send me a 

note to the address below. 

 
 

Finally, a memory.  When my children were very small, I hosted their first tea party, inviting 

their friends for the afternoon. We called it a "Thankfulness Tea". Upon arrival the girls were 

whisked to a bedroom where they dressed in hats, gloves and pearls. We played a tape in the 

background called "A Victorian Sunday", and the little girls were transformed into little ladies. 

After a tea of cucumber sandwiches, teddy bear shortbread, pound cakes and mints with plenty 

of herbal tea, they began to share testimonies of thankfulness; it was so darling. The girls were 

so genuine, so precious; this day is truly a memory and the day that I learned from one of my 

grown up assistants, that they color the cream cheese green for cucumber sandwiches in Ken-

tucky! Now we do it in Florida, and even in India. A nice touch!  

 
 

 
 

 
Lord bless you my friends as you continue in your ministry to 

the One Who is worthy!   
 

If I can be of service to you, please contact me at 
 

Cindyann@Encouragements.us 
 


