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Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare  what 

 he hath done for my soul. Psalm 66:16 … a deeply held conviction that  

we make our lives harder than they have to be. … An excerpt from my Mission Statement. 

Hello Ladies! 

 It is October, the autumn of the year. My favorite and I am celebrating 

mine in India with monsoon rains, and hot, humid temperatures, yet I am satis-

fied it is for my good, though a glass of cider outdoors surrounded by a splen-

dor of fall leaves does sound so good. Memories. 

It’s good  to be back! 

Priori-Tea 
Too busy living life to write about it! 

 It has been quite awhile since you have heard from me, which brings me directly to the 

topic for this month. Priori-Tea! I would like to say that I took a sabbatical from writing; that 

sounds so planned and orderly, but the truth is, my life has been overflowing with living, meet-

ing the priori-teas of life. Even meditating upon what they are, because God gave us the perfect 

twenty four hours in which to live a day. If the day repeatedly overflows, it means my day has 

become too full. With no exaggeration the past six moths could easily fill a book , and most 

would even consider it interesting reading, but I do not think that is the LORD’s will. His 

Words are clear that our words can condemn us. 

  Priority: Precedence in place or rank. (taken from Webster’s 1828 dictionary.) 

Precedence, a thing that comes first. The thing that should come first often is the thing that 

comes last, prayer. Some of the events of the last several months would include things that have 

been happening for a longer period of time, but came to fruition. My list includes joyful times 

and trying times. A condensed list: 

 

Lois graduated from high school with a 4.0. Celebrations are work! 

Lois and India finished another CD. “The Beauty of Holiness” 

Health issues within our family. Healing is a process. 

Ministry continues to grow; we shared this blessing in many churches. 

A wonderful week of camp for Lois and India. They grow in their faith while 

having fun! Praising God! 

http://www.encouragements.us/Mission_statement.htm
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Major vehicle problems; our faithful van is rebelling against long trips. Did we 

think it would go forever? 

Numerous opportunities to minister where we have found ourselves. Bloom 

where you are transplanted! 

Increasing my time in the WORD; I needed to hear more from God and still do. 

Prayer has become a greater priori-tea, a thing like breathing. It is necessary for 

survival. 

 

As I wrote this list, it did not seem extraordinary, though living it was! We have all 

known “busy-ness”.  Choosing service wisely is key here. Having a meaningful purpose re-

quires a meaningful relationship with the LORD, or quickly our vessel will empty. We may find 

ourselves saying “I do not have anything else to give.” Been there? 

 You have heard the phrase “misplaced priorities.”  When I see evidence of this in my 

life, I pray, O, LORD, help me to be sensitive to using my time wisely. God gave me a passion 

for many things, good things; my home, writing, entertaining.  For now though, my first priority 

is to use the years we have been given in India to help my husband nurture a good  and hearty 

work. It is our prayer that this work should be bearing fruit until the LORD returns for His 

church; by His grace, I believe it will. We must work, though, while it is light. By grace alone 

we laboured for many years, seeing few results. Today we see fruit, young and tender, but plen-

teous and now we endeavor to help it along so that it may give nourishment to others, but also 

that it may reproduce itself! Often, doing the right thing, the priority, will not be easy or pleas-

urable. For years, we suffered illness and poor living conditions. Travel was much more diffi-

cult. Finances were very tight. These problems will never totally go away, I suspect, but God 

used them. Doing what is right and honest is good for you and your family, though there will be 

moments of doubt. Press on; God is always faithful! When you are overwhelmed by many 

things, and they all cry “priori-tea!”, stop and pray, ñLord, what wilt thou have me to do?ò 

 When I think of what is most important in life, there are two Bible verses that speak 

clearly to me. The first, But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 

these things shall be added unto you. Matthew 6:33. When my mind tells me I want to do this, 

or have this, but it does not seem quite right, at those times reminding myself of this verse helps 

put the thing into perspective, into a place of faith. I can seek God; if this thing is good for me, I 

will have it or be able to do it, when the LORD allows; when we have waited for good things to 

come in His time, we have the full joy of them, with a clean conscience. The blessing of the 

LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it. Pr 10:22 . Problem solved; rest re-

turns. During times of too much work,  I have heard, though not in an audible voice,  “Martha, 

Martha”. I do not like to hear that because it translates into Cindyann, Cindyann; what are you 

doing? Oh, I think, “I want to do this; it is a good thing,” but is it best? When I hear those 

words, I must examine.  Another verse is found in Luke 10:42 But one thing is needful: and 

Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.  Both sisters were 

no doubt “workers”, but Mary knew when to quit. Her priority was what the LORD had to say, 

not what He would eat. With age, (and I have had another year added since we left for India), I have 

become better able to choose. When I have visitors in my home, I seek to feed body and soul. 

Guests are not fed “in their soul” if they sense an overwrought hostess.  In doing this, I have 

learned a great many things! In resting and trusting, I have learned that the LORD takes up for 

what I have not been able to do in my own strength. It really is in resting and trusting. The Bi-

ble actually is right!  
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There is a cliché’, ñprayer changes thingsò,  but if we truly believed it, we would be doing 

more of it. Just this very morning, my husband told Lois, India and I of a prayer answered that 

we have been faithfully pleading for, on behalf of others. We continued in prayer, though the 

outlook seemed bleak. God can do these things and I believe He delights in answering our cries. 

We remember to praise Him as we joyfully celebrate the answer to a prayer that God, alone, 

could have answered. 

As I considered the past months where I felt so duty-bound, when the things I wanted to 

do had to be deferred for others, Calvary came to mind. Words to a hymn, while He was on the 

cross, I was on His mind.  

 I am so thankful that I was a priority to the LORD Jesus; for all He has done for me I 

can never repay. Yet I find, that when I make Him a priority, He opens up a beautiful life for 

me and my family. Keeping our priori-teas in order must be a priority ! 

 With a new week, a new month in front of you, why not ask the LORD to show you 

what His priori-teas are for your life? I am certain you will find He desires more quiet and rest 

than you would give to yourself. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:9  And I shall take the 

same advice to myself! 

And what would any tea be  without a few crumpets to enjoy? 
A few months back, I was challenged in a message. Do I spend as much time praising God, 

thanking Him for all He has done for me, as I do asking for things? How about you? 

Some time back, Lois and I made a visit to a retired missionary who is in a nursing home; 

everyone knows that her mind is not so clear as it once was, but we marveled at her faith; it is 

woven into every fiber of her being through the things she said. Then one moment, she clearly 

became very alert and looked directly to Lois and told her things to look for in a husband. What 

wisdom and clarity. I looked at Lois, knowing that she would never forget that moment as she 

listened with moistened eyes to a lady she loves. For that day and for her words, our visit was 

surely a GraceNote to our lives! In serving, we were served; in loving, we were loved. 

An elderly woman died last month.  Having never married, she requested no male pallbear-

ers. In her handwritten instructions for her memorial service, she wrote, They wouldnôt take me 

out while I was alive; I donôt want them taking me out when I am dead. 

 

 

 

ñWomen are like tea bags; they do not know how strong they are  

until they get into hot waterò   Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

 

 

A portion of an email I received this week from a friend: I stopped to look at a nest in a small 

tree that was eye level.  As I stared at the intricate work it amazed me with Gods creation.  This 
mother bird had prepared a nest so round and tightly woven together that she knew her babies 
would be protected.  I thought of the Psalm where it is written ñHe hides me under the shadow of his 
wingsòé.  allowing me to see his mercy, grace and love é Oh, just take me back to that tree with 
the nest in it and let me marvel at God's handiwork.     
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Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the 

shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast.     Psalm 57:1 

 

     Please print this out and pass along to ladies in the church that do not have a computer. As 

every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of 

the manifold grace of God. 1Peter 4:10 if you know of someone who would like to receive this 

letter in their email box, please write to me using my email address above! 

My sisters: Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are hon-

est, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 

lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 

praise, think on these things. Philippians  4:8 

 You may visit www.encouragements.us to view other encouraging and challenging 

thoughts. Recently I came across a list to challenge women in their role as “keepers at home;” a 

list to examine ourselves by. Have you put other things before this most important God-given 

call to our life? You will find this list at the online version of this letter. 

To share some of your thoughts with me, please write: Cindyann@Encouragements.us. 

   I  have two new recipes 

posted on the website for a 

black walnut  cookie, a 

recipe I discovered some 

years back and make for 

very special occasions.  

   This must be a cookie 

month; it is tradition to ... 

 ...serve a sweet on your  

birthday in India; I had 

“one” this week and the 

recipe I made in India 

and served is posted on 

the web too!  

 

Black Walnut Cookies 

S’mores Bars 

 

Add a Grace Note to your kitchen! 
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