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Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and | will declare what
he hath done formy soul Ps al m @eéplyhedd cénviciion that
we make our lives harder than they havetobe. An excer pt from my Mission

What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefit

Happy New Yearo my friends, my sisters all over the world!

Greetings to you! With a new year upon us, I think we should ask ourselves
and important question found in the Bible: What shall | render unto the LORD
for all his benefits toward me&%alm 116:12 Oh, He has been so good to us!
Like you, I have been very busy. Christmas in India is very different,
al most surreal, yet the Areason for the
mas story being read in first English, and then in another language. The marvel
of Christmas is everywhere! Jesus Christ came to save the whole world, and I
get to be part of the telling in India. What a Christmas present that is, telling
others about the most glorious of gifts. Wonder seemed to fill the church as
hymns were sung and the young people presented a play called Wh o | s Thi s
Ki n gliPtlte last act, a young man kneels to accept the King he did not know
A picture from our Christmas preparations.  as the play began; it was touching. We ended the service outdoors, in a circle
-making Kuswar, a traditional treat - which represented the world. My husband chose 12 men, lit their candles and
sent them out, symbolizing the light Jesus Christ passed onto the Apostles and
I them, on to us! Beautiful! Afterwards we enjoyed a fellowship of Indian
sweets and American mocha! The mocha became a tradition years back when I

| t hi t repared it ﬁor %h istmas Eve. We made chocolate chip cookies as our contri-
n IS mon ﬁlt Yo thd of eliwife;l fdlan’sweets.

Greetings ééé. . é pHDddyd I could write a book about the past six or eight weeks I
would not be lying. Ironically, for the first time in years I have begun writing

Tea-feature article: again, working on a couple of books that I know the LORD gave me to do. The

MIGH-TEA ¢é. . P gp@pese df them is not clear, but [ want to be faithful in the coming year to

finish a minimum of two books. Years back, I prayed that the Lord would take

A challenge to begin the away my desire to write, feeling I had neither time nor content to devote to this

new year; God can use craft. Who am I? What can I give to anyone? Might I be using my time better

even you! éééé .insomPahg eay?d was so willing to never write again and apart from cards

and letters, did not for some time. The burden never left, but the words would
Some crumpets thothAochhene .onfthe Lord answered my prayer;

with your tea, including a link busy December I began writing again. By writing an hour here and an hour

about Esther Joyé . . P a g e thete, [ am completing a remarkable amount of writing and I know that the
Lord has inspired it and helped me to shape my thoughts, though my thoughts

Another tea bread: can never be His thoughts! That said, it is my prayer to be an instrument al-

Dat e Nut Br ead wéyé thaPthrapgh me}even the wise could be confounded! With God, all



things are possible through a life yielded to Him.

It seems that so many people are in cancer battles these days. Since I have written to you, I got a letter
from a woman of great strength when al/l is well.
segments of an e mai llwiltlhyeutwhat God is taking metthronngh,: but pleage know that
we are not afraid, and have hope, joy, and peace beyond understandiognatter what the outcome will be. |

was diagnosed é....God is always good and God is al

family to be a witness. We are having the time of our lifi@ spite of the side effects (nasty!) | am thankful that
God chose me to take through this journey of refinement, and | can't wait to see all that is done when God is

t hi

finished! .. 6. I would not have chosen, but my hope i

done! | Cor. 12:9 is my verse that God has given me for a time such as this and | am praising Him. Please do
not feel sorry, everything is perfect in His time. Thank you for your prayers again and may we all see miracles
praise God! [ Corinthians 12:9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same
Spirit;)

What a picture of mighty she is, wearing the strength of Christ Jesus and not her own. Her words to me
brought to mind the story of a certain Shunammite woman in II Kings. (chapter 4) As I have kept you posted on
Esther Joy, I will let you know how Lynn is progressing as I get updates.

Many thanks to each of you that prayed for my family recently, sent notes or cards or even called us. It is
not always easy to let others know you are thinking of them but each contact whether we knew of it or not is very
valuable to us and precious surely to our Lord. We pray personal blessings for each of you. Know that we count
family and friends as precious gifts to this life; thank you for the difference you have made in mine.

Please keep our ministry in prayer in the coming year; working in a country that is closed to Christian
missions is difficult and even makes it nearly impossible to stay in touch, to say what we want to say. We endeavor
to work wisely, to communicate wisely; therefore we have taken the ministry website down. The climate has
warmed here against churches and we felt it was necessary to protect the pastors. The Lord does not need our web-
site to further His work here. It was a good tool for sharing pictures and news, but we became aware, too, that web-
sites have been used to create problems here too. 2007 ended with policeman being at the gate for every service
and this continues in 2008. Seeing a policeman at the gate does not give comfort; Psalm 91:11a gives more com-
fort. For he shall give his angels charge over theéle is faithful always.

And on to some other thoughts about strength!
meditate for awh itdagour-&ed) @hedsy, hohd? Borry) @uldfatiesgth

/%// %ﬂ" \

Strengthenedwith all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffer-
ing with joyfulness; Colossians 1:11

It is the end of another year, the end of the season of Christmas. More than one person has commented to me that

they will be glad to see this year end. For many it has held struggles that seemed insurmountable. . The week of
Christmas was wrought with difficulties and I found rejoicing in the amazing truth of Ecclesiastes 4:12: And if one
prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly braltelne end of the week,

our family remained strong and intact, even stronger for the trials which have not ended at this writing. One bless-

ing of trials is that they can refresh your relationship with the Lord. He speaks so kindly to us. Beloved, think it not
strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But re-
joice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy. Peter 4:13. Many times we have problems that we bring upon ourselves but all are not

so. This morning in church, my husband preached a wonderful message about Job and the areas that Satan at-
tacked. Yes, we should not think it strange to be
policeman was at the gate of our compound to guard our service. He came on Christmas day after a church attack

in the area, asking when our services are, and if we are a legal church. I praise God with much comfort; another

Wh y

way
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example of my husbandds following the Lord. I't was not
but we are legally approved by the government to meet here as a church.

Throughout the trials of the past weeks, my husband has reminded our family that we have not done anything

against God so He will protect the churches here from the adversary. God is not willing that any should perish; His

work will continue and prosper. We have been privileged to see the wonder of answered prayer in this past week

too, unmistakably. I have been reminded how good it is to have an unwavering husband, in strength and in faith.

Two weeks back, I began to contemplate that I believed that God was challenging me to grow in my faith, that my

ostensible inability to be honestly joyful, genuinely longsuffering and remotely patient were all evidences of a sad

truth! Truth was that I had backslidden in these areas and become weak. Oh, Lord, | just cannot do this, it hurts too

much. | do not want to be strongind then, the truth of His Word, Then he answered and spake unto me, saying,

This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by favey, my spirit, saith the

LORD of hosts(from Zechariah 4:6) I was not in the Spiritbut was walking, living in the flesh. No wonder I was

exhausted and stressed. As Christians we can reach a point that we know so much Scripture, we know how to walk

in the Spirit by habit, that we can do it habitually and not on purpose. We are able to give good counsel to others,

share the Word, but in ouf hlaemmagretdogf theadr tt ,e wéd oK reo w oiwte
our |ife. I wondt give excuses; | know better, but as
that gives me better judgment and discernment, the intimacy that gives me sufficient grace, perfect strength made

perfect in my weakness! Yes! That is what I have needed! There all the time.

As 1 finish this essay, more than a week after it began, peace and strength are returning and I look to the New Year,

already in progress. The greatest marvel is that God is able to very quickly return peace and a greater faith to our

life when we repent to Him in sorrow and recognition of our sin. In this first week of 2008, I have known the sad-

ness of deception, the heartache of loss and the realization of reality, that God is sovereign and that is truly ~

enough It is so much more than migh-tea!

Know that the battles will rage and not always on our schedule. They may appear on a day that you worked hard to

prepare for solitude, like Christmas! The enemy may come when you are already weary, but my sister, there is

power to be found in reserve when we make it a priorit
out each day. From the very Book of Books, in Ephesians 6:10, we are exhorted: Finally, my brethren, be strong

in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

Finally, my sisters, be strong in the Lord, and in the

Not easily broken,

Cindyann

Do you think that God cannot use you? In our hearts we know He can, and we know all the Scriptures
lﬁ? that remind us that He has the power to do anything, yet I am always amazed; so many of us think we
W8 nhave to accomplish this or that in order to be filt
many of wus, the fAwhendo may never come. We must detern
fore God. If ever anywhere a people had very good excuses for not serving God, it would be the Bible. We read
that God used all manner of weak and sinful men, and womenr (I cannot take credit for originating this list; the
author is unknown. I edited it a little and as you think about people of the Bible, you can easily add to this list.

®  Abraham was too old ® Jonah ran from God
e [saac was a dreamer e Naomi was a widow
® Jacob was a liar ®  Abigail had a lousy husband
®  Joseph was abused ® Peter denied Christ
®  Moses stuttered ® The Disciples fell asleep while praying
® Gideon was afraid e Martha worried about everything
® Samson was a womanizer ® The Samaritan woman was divorced, more than
® Rahab was a prostitute once
e Jeremiah and Timothy were too young ®  Zacheus was too small
® David had an affair and was a murderer ®  Paul was too religious
e Elijah was suicidal ® Timothy had an ulcer and
e Lazarus was dead!



CRUMPETS

B S | Just that little bit of something to chew on while you have tea

e g . . e ; =
An excuse is worse and more terrible than a lie; for «ng» i

an excuse is a lie guardédunknown _ _ _
Here is portion of a website you must look at. | could

=t

i not help but wonder why these young men did were not
Do you realize that almost all news has a bias? Try among George Bushodos Christmas
World Net Daily for a bias that is more conservative. know he knows of them; they are Texans. .

g

On December 10, 2003, the lives of Joshua and Caleb Thomp-
son and that of their families were altered in a most drastic way.
The twenty-four year old twin brothers were convicted in an Aus-

Esther Joy Travis and her family had a wonderful tin, TX Court of Law for injury to a child. Joshua was sentenced
hristmas. Thank for pravine an ndin r n to twenty-six years and Cajeb_to fourteen years in the Texas
C. .St as .a. yqu or praying a d send gca ds and State Penitentiary. They applied corporal punishment to an
gifts; plea_se visit her page for the most recent updates [ eleven year-old boy who attended their church. We are not argu-
have received. . ing guilt or innocence, but rather that their sentences are unrea-
5y sonably severe.

Joshua and Caleb Thompson have absolutely no past crimi-
nal record the boy completely healed and has no marks or inju-

. je h cipline he rec that , and w A
WO‘_” d you I .ke to Se_e Sorg] ery éfﬁefh‘fﬁ |nget§eFaI§)mret jlﬂaﬁ\? onos
9th birthday tea party? You will get to see some pictures  they will never make this same mistake again. The purpose of this
showing what her twin did on their first birthday apart website is to petition your earnest prayers and help for Joshua

. . . and Caleb that mercy may be shown to them, so they may be
too! Cameron is the sweet daughter of a friend of mine. brought out of prison to praise the Name of the Lord as David

cried in Psalm 142. http://www.remembermybonds.com

A good, basic tea bread. I am often asked for this recipe; * Cool in the pan about 10 minutes, then turn out onto a

the last time I made this I used whole-wheat pastry rack to finish cooling.
flour, and it turned out well, maybe a little heavier, but ~ Note: This bread is nicer the second day, as the flavors
we liked it! A picture to the right! Thiswouldbe won- have fAmarri edo:; slicing is al

derful with a cup of spiced tea, recipe on the web!

Date Nlut Bread

1 cup chopped dates

1-teaspoon baking soda

% cups boiling water

Y2 cup sugar

1 egg

4 tablespoons butter, melted

1 and 3/4 cups unbleached flour
1-teaspoon baking powder

Y2 teaspoon salt

Y2 cup chopped nuts

Until next month! As Moses ex-
horted JoshuaBe strong and of a

* Place dates and soda in a small bowl; cover with boil-
ing water and allow cooling.

* In a large bowl, cream together sugar, egg, and butter. good courage! & ... seek ye first the
Into this mixture, sift the flour, baking powder and salt, kingdom of God, and his righteous-
then continue beating until thoroughly blended. Stir in ness; and all these things shall be

tile date mixture, t'hen the chopped nuts. added unto yOUFound in Deuteronomy, Joshua
Pour the batter into a pan that has been greased and and Matthew,
floured. Use a 9x5 inch loaf pan, if you have one. Bake '

for 50 to 60 minutes in a medium heat oven, about 350° . C//?Oj/c?/?/? R ﬁfﬂ//ﬂ/]ﬂ 1


http://www.wnd.com/
http://www.encouragements.us/Esther_Joy_Travis.htm
http://www.encouragements.us/an_afternoon_tea_party.htm
http://www.remembermybonds.com/
http://www.encouragements.us/hospitali-Tea_An_Index_of_Recipes.htm

